Prophylactic effects of pirenzepine (M1-blocker) on intraoperative stress ulcer: comparison with an H2-blocker.
Patients under general anesthesia were treated with either an H2-blocker, ranitidine 50 mg, or an M1-blocker, pirenzepine 10 mg, and the effects of the two drugs on the gastric mucosa were compared by the measurement of the gastric juice pH and viscosity. The results showed that pirenzepine increased the gastric juice pH sufficiently while maintaining the gastric juice viscosity, and that ranitidine maintained the gastric juice pH higher than pirenzepine while decreasing the gastric juice viscosity. These results suggest that treatment with pirenzepine may have advantages in the prevention of stress ulcers.